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ICE Spike Means 32,000 Fewer Jobs in Minnesota

Itis increasingly clear that the program of mass deportation being carried out by the current administration
is hurting American workers, both immigrants and those born in the United States. Nowhere has this been
more stark than in Minnesota. In the peak months of December 2025 through February 2026, the massive
surge in ICE arrests ripped people away from their families, their jobs, and their communities. A shocking
nearly 4,000 arrests took place in Minnesota over the course of the surge. Arrests reached a peak of 2,524 in
January 2026, up from an average of 185 arrests per month for the first 11 months of 2025.

NEARLY 4,000 IMMIGRATION ARRESTS IN MINNESOTA DURING OPERATION METRO SURGE
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Fig 1. IRl and Minnesota Budget Project analysis of numbers from Deportation Data Project. Over the course of Operation Metro Surge there were
3,986 arrests in Minnesota.

From the earliest preliminary reports to the most recent data analysis, both local and national research show
that mass arrests of immigrants have a substantial negative impact on the economy. Adding to this growing
body of research, new analysis by the Minnesota Budget Project and the Immigration Research Initiative,
based on work by Chloe East and Elizabeth Cox, allows us to estimate that there are now 32,000 fewer
jobs in Minnesota than there would have been without the massive increase in ICE arrests.


https://deportationdata.org/index.html
https://usc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fmncn.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FMinnesotaBudgetProject%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F897ecf39664c4402bc131e241355ff23&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=14BC3FA2-509C-F000-8C82-14B8DBAB1803.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=e42cfb5f-82be-50bd-2220-b46b137c8292&usid=e42cfb5f-82be-50bd-2220-b46b137c8292&newsession=1&sftc=1&hfto=1790625208963.1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&ats=PairwiseBroker&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fmncn.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&wdorigin=Sharing.ServerTransfer&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&afdflight=13&csiro=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush
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Operations Metro Surge and PARRIS

From December 2025 to February 2026, more than 3,000 Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs
and Border Patrol (CBP) agents deployed to Minnesota as part of Operations Metro Surge and PARRIS (Post-Admission
Refugee Reverification and Integrity Strengthening, which targeted lawfully present refugees), creating a climate of
fear and anger as they used overwhelming and intimidating tactics to target people of color and their neighbors across

the state. Since the initial surge, media reports have described:

e ICE raids at or near formerly protected sensitive locations like schools, hospitals, childcare centers, churches,
and more;

e  Numerous instances of racial profiling, in which ICE agents stopped and either attempted to detain or did
detain U.S. citizens based solely on the color of their skin—one significant example of this being ICE
detentions of Native Americans in Minneapolis;

e  Violations of constitutional rights including the arrests of legal observers, unauthorized searches and seizures
of the homes of immigrants, extensive and intimidating surveillance of community leaders and protestors;
and

e  Qveruse of chemical agents on crowds, reporters, and in residential neighborhoods, and the use of firearms,

culminating in the non-lethal shooting of a resident and the killings of Renee Good and Alex Pretti.

States and cities across the country are experiencing the social, humanitarian, and economic cost of an immigration
enforcement regime that has received more than $200 billion from the federal government since the beginning of
2025 to continue to increase arrests and deportations at an unprecedented scale. And, while ICE may have temporarily
retreated under the pressure of huge community pushback in Minnesota, arrests being made less publicly continue to
rise across the country since February 2026, despite the warnings of advocates that there are shocking human rights
violations and the warnings of economists that the result would be negative impacts for both immigrants and U.S.-

born workers.

Immigration Research Initiative and Minnesota Budget Project



https://www.startribune.com/ice-detaining-american-indians-minneapolis-leaders-say/601561760
https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2026/01/free-speech-advocates-see-a-pattern-as-ice-protesters-observers-face-violence-in-minnesota/
https://www.startribune.com/have-yall-not-learned-federal-agents-target-legal-observers-in-the-aftermath-of-good-shooting/601562804
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/aclu-class-action-lawsuit-against-federal-government-ice-minneapolis-operation-metro-surge/
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.npr.org/7579d67d5/dsC-x6-/75ac*~*adqjxxtsx-qjfwsji-kwtr-Bmjs-ymj-tgfrf-firnsnxywfynts-ijutwyji-rnqqntsx-tk-ujtuqj___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6Nzo0ZTM4OjM1ZDVjYmJjOWI0NzgxYTc2N2MyMDJkODg0NWJjZjM0Mzg0MGNhNGRkZmU0MWFhNmM0YmUyY2YwOTEwODZiOWI6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.nytimes.com/7579d66d68dgzxnsjxxdjhtstrDdywzru-nrrnlwfynts-nskqfynts-uwnhjx.myrq___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6NzpjZDg3OjA5NmRmNDJmOTliODE1ZDJiMmY1YjMzNzRmOGI5MmY3YzhjMjY5OThjZjQ0OWM0MWNkMzNiYzdkNWJhZjYyMzg6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.cnbc.com/frud757/d56d66dywzrux-rfxx-ijutwyfynts-uqfs-htzqi-mfAj-f-gnl-jkkjhy-ts-nskqfynts.myrq___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6Nzo2YTliOjFhMzZiZTkxOGM2Y2IwYTQ4NWEyMjg3OTQyMDgzNDk0YTdiZDVjYTIzMWRmYThiMzZmYzVkY2QyMzU0YzFhODk6cDpUOlQ
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The Domino Effect: Why U.S.-Born Workers Lose Jobs Too

The notion that deporting immigrants causes job losses for U.S.-born workers runs counter to some
common narratives about deportation. It is, however, very much in line with the economic research on

mass deportations.

* Immigrant and U.S.-born workers often hold complementary roles and when one group disappears,

work dries up for the other.

* When immigrant workers are removed from the labor market through detention and deportation, it
shrinks the workforce and shrinks the consumer base as many immigrants and their families no longer

ShOp at businesses or eat at restaurants.

* Exacerbating this cycle of job loss is a chilling effect. Some immigrants, including some with
authorization to work, such as those with green cards and those who are U.S. citizens, stay away from
work and other activities in order to protect themselves from reckless ICE actions that could result in

their arrest and detention, despite their legal status.

* Workers are also worse off when ICE targeting makes them more vulnerable to exploitation. Studies
have shown that ICE targeting results in an increased number of on-the-job accidents and minimum
wage violations for all workers, as workers feel less empowered to report workplace safety and labor law

concerns.

The economic impact of the torrent of harmful changes in immigration enforcement is increasingly evident.
Because of immigration and other federal policies, the overall U.S. labor market in 2025 was weaker than in
2024, with higher unemployment, slower hiring, and stagnating wages. Numerous news articles report that
employers are having a hard time finding workers due to heightened ICE activity, with no indication of
gains in either wages or employment of U.S.-born workers. And recent analyses have found sizable
declines in foot traffic and consumer spending following ICE raids during the current administration,

which could reduce demand for workers.

Nationally, a September 2026 report from Brookings Institution recently updated a prior study
reaching a parallel conclusion: increased immigration arrests depress local employment, the
employment shortfall significantly exceeds the number of arrests, and the effects are long-lasting.

In Minnesota specifically, North Star Policy Action estimated very early on the dollar impact of
Operation Metro Surge, the employment decline, the high unemployment rate after the surge, job
losses in February, and job losses in the leisure and hospitality sector.

The research is clear—increased immigration enforcement comes at an economic cost to everyone,
including U.S.-born workers.

Immigration Research Initiative and Minnesota Budget Project


https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/jhr.uwpress.org/htsyjsydjfwqDd7577d5/d57domw.5c75-666caW6___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6Nzo5YTk1OmEzNzg0MGJlMDljMjY5Mzc0NDU5NzE4ZjQ5N2I0OTZkOGIzYTZlNzhkNTQ3ZDJhZWIwMjBmNjViYTQ0YjhjZWI6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.theguardian.com/zx-sjBxd757/dozqd7cdywzru-nrrnlwfynts-hwfhpitBs-qfgtw-xmtwyfljx-xqtBitBsx___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6NzoxNmQwOjhjYzdhZTY4ZWYxYzU4MDgyMDhhMzg0MzZlOTcyMDM4YzYzOTc1Y2U0ZjI2NmMwZGI4MzFjNDkwYzcxZDBhZTQ6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/investigatemidwest.org/757/d65d7cdywzrux-ijutwyfyntsx-fwj-hfzxnsl-kfwr-qfgtw-nxxzjx-mj-mfxsy-uwjxjsyji-f-Anfgqj-qtsl-yjwr-xtqzyntsd___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6NzphODY3OjQ5NjI0NjQ2NGZlMWFmYmExNzZhOGE5MmI4N2JlZWY0NGU3MGE0MTMyODhkMzFlZjAxMDhiYmY2NmIzZjMxYmU6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/equitablegrowth.org/ymj-xyfyj-tk-ymj-z-x-jhtstrD-tsj-Djfw-nsyt-ymj-xjhtsi-ywzru-firnsnxywfyntsd___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6NzozYzBlOjhlMjVjNGExY2Y1YjFmODgxNjgxOTA0ZTJmYjViMmVjNzhlMjMyMTdjODg0OGVjNjNhNGZkYjBkYzQwZGYwODQ6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/equitablegrowth.org/ymj-xyfyj-tk-ymj-z-x-jhtstrD-tsj-Djfw-nsyt-ymj-xjhtsi-ywzru-firnsnxywfyntsd___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6NzozYzBlOjhlMjVjNGExY2Y1YjFmODgxNjgxOTA0ZTJmYjViMmVjNzhlMjMyMTdjODg0OGVjNjNhNGZkYjBkYzQwZGYwODQ6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/papers.ssrn.com/xtq8dufujwx.hkr?fgxywfhy_ni=*~*/65b/b___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6NzplODYwOmU4ZWU2YWIwMGZkMGY3MTRkYzU0MmUzNDc2ZjFhNzZmODg5Y2FmNTFlODU1NDY1NjAzOTQ4Mzg0OTY4NGJjNTk6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/northstarpolicy.org/qfgtw-tzyhtrjxd___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6NzowOTMzOjlhOTY3YzlkMTgyZmZhMDUwMzA5M2I1ODJkZThlYmJiYjgxODg2ZjZkYjBkNzdiZWFlYzg2MTA5MWRhODg2ZDk6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/papers.ssrn.com/xtq8dufujwx.hkr?fgxywfhy_ni=*~*a/c7ab___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6NzplY2U4OjhlMjI0ZWMyOWEyYmMyZmQ1YzFhYzY0YjE3NGQzNWMxMWZhMTI5YzkzZTJiYzVjOGNhMjJiYmRhNTM0NDhjZjk6cDpUOlQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.ifo.de/jsdhjxnktduzgqnhfyntsxd757*~*dBtwpnsl-ufujwdnrrnlwfynts-jsktwhjrjsy-AnxngnqnyD-fsi-htsxzrjw-xujsinsl___.YXAzOm1uY291bmNpbG5vbnByb2ZpdHM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6M2RlYzYzMWMxMWRkZjM2OTY5MWE3YmY5M2U3ZWVmZjg6Nzo4NDMwOjlkYWJkZDc3MDk3NzU3MDgwMDY5ODBhZTU3NmQzODBhYWJkMzZjNjdkM2JjYjgwNzhjZDM5ODViYTI4MzVlNWI6cDpUOlQ
https://usc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fmncn.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FMinnesotaBudgetProject%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F897ecf39664c4402bc131e241355ff23&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=14BC3FA2-509C-F000-8C82-14B8DBAB1803.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=e42cfb5f-82be-50bd-2220-b46b137c8292&usid=e42cfb5f-82be-50bd-2220-b46b137c8292&newsession=1&sftc=1&hfto=1790625208963.1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&ats=PairwiseBroker&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fmncn.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&wdorigin=Sharing.ServerTransfer&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&afdflight=13&csiro=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush
https://usc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fmncn.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FMinnesotaBudgetProject%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F897ecf39664c4402bc131e241355ff23&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=14BC3FA2-509C-F000-8C82-14B8DBAB1803.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=e42cfb5f-82be-50bd-2220-b46b137c8292&usid=e42cfb5f-82be-50bd-2220-b46b137c8292&newsession=1&sftc=1&hfto=1790625208963.1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&ats=PairwiseBroker&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fmncn.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&wdorigin=Sharing.ServerTransfer&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&afdflight=13&csiro=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush
https://usc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fmncn.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FMinnesotaBudgetProject%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F897ecf39664c4402bc131e241355ff23&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=14BC3FA2-509C-F000-8C82-14B8DBAB1803.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-US&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=e42cfb5f-82be-50bd-2220-b46b137c8292&usid=e42cfb5f-82be-50bd-2220-b46b137c8292&newsession=1&sftc=1&hfto=1790625208963.1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&ats=PairwiseBroker&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fmncn.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&wdorigin=Sharing.ServerTransfer&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&afdflight=13&csiro=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush
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Estimating the Decline in Employment from Metro Surge & PARRIS

In order to illustrate what the impacts of surges in immigration enforcement could be at the state level,
researchers Chloe East and Elizabeth Cox from the University of Colorado, in partnership with IR,
modeled a scenario in which one percent of the immigrants most at risk, defined as immigrant men with a

high school education or less, are arrested. (See the methodology section for details.)

This model uses data from January to November 2025—Dbefore Operation Metro Surge was in effect in
Minnesota. It predicts that a dramatic statewide surge in enforcement that resulted in the arrest of one
percent of the most at-risk population would cause a direct removal of 700 immigrant men from their jobs
and an additional drop in employment of another 1,300 immigrant men. In this scenario specifically, the

predicted job loss for U.S.-born men in Minnesota is 4,500. One percent was used as a simple example.

Our analysis quantifies the impact on both immigrants and U.S.-born workers in Minnesota based on the
actual arrest data during Operation Metro Surge and PARRIS. During the surge in Minnesota, nearly 4,000
immigrants, 86 percent of them male, were arrested between December 2025 and February 2026. More than

2,000 of those arrests resulted in deportation.

After scaling the one percent model to actual arrest numbers, we find a stark decline in employment, with
the majority of the job loss falling on U.S.-born workers. According to our model, the level of employment
for immigrants who were not among those arrested is 7,000 lower than it would have been without the
surge, and the employment level for U.S.-born workers is 25,000 lower than it would have been.
Overall employment in the state is 32,000 below what it would have been without the surge.

JOB REDUCTIONS IN MINNESOTA DUE TO METRO SURGE & PARRIS

Chilling Effect and Job
Reduction Amaong Job Reduction Among
Immigrants Arrested Immigrants U.S-Born

-4,000

-7,000

-25,000

Fig 2. IRl and Minnesota Budget Project analysis based on ICE Arrests Result in a Decline in Employment: State-Level Projections.
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A Shockwave that Hurt Minnesota

Mass deportation is not doing what many common narratives promised. Instead, it is hurting our economy
and causing irreparable social harm. Deporting immigrants causes a large decline in employment relative to

what it would have been, without improving wages for those workers who remain employed.

Immigrants, including those without documentation, are an important part of Minnesota’s economy. There
are 495,000 immigrants in Minnesota, including 200,000 who are non-citizens, and among those an
estimated 129,000 who are unauthorized.! And immigrants, including those who are undocumented, pay
taxes. In 2022, people who are undocumented paid nearly $222 million in Minnesota state and local taxes,
according to estimates by the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy. Detention and deportation of
these workers would dramatically decrease affordability and availability of important goods and services, as

well as jobs for both immigrants and U.S.-born workers.

During this period of increased immigration arrests, the immigrants most vulnerable to deportation
continue to be those who are undocumented, but the impact does not end there. People who have
temporary visas may have seen them terminated or unrenewed. People with temporary protected status,
asylum seekers, DACA recipients, and many others are also in a precarious position. Operations Metro Surge

and PARRIS were proof that legal status no longer provides the same sort of protection that it used to.

Minnesotans know firsthand that enforcement strategies that were common during Operations Metro
Surge and PARRIS disrupted not just the lives of our immigrant neighbors, but workplaces, schools, and
communities across the state. The surge contributed to a long list of social and economic ills, which the state

of Minnesota is currently in the process of documenting through the Minnesota Truth Council.

If you or someone you know has a story of the impact of the surge, economic or otherwise, please consider
participating in the Minnesota Truth Council by sharing your story with the Advocates for Human Rights.

Methodology

Using employment statistics from across the country in 2025, a national study conducted by economists
Chloe East and Elizabeth Cox measured the impact of increases in ICE arrests in the period prior to
Operation Metro Surge and PARRIS. Their findings were first issued in a Working Paper of the National
Bureau of Economic Research, and then published as an Immigration Research Initiative report that

summarized the national findings and looked at state-level implications.

The national study compares areas and periods where there was a steep increase in immigration arrests to

1 For the number of immigrants, non-citizen immigrants, and estimate of immigrants who are undocumented, see the Immigration
Research Initiative fact sheet, “50 States: Immigrants by Number and Share.” Number of immigrants and non-citizen immigrants
are an IRl analysis of the 2024 ACS. Number of immigrants who are undocumented is estimated by the Center for Migration Studies
based on the 2024 ACS. The fact sheet gives parallel estimates from the Pew Research Center (2023 ACS) and from the Migration
Policy Institute (2019 5-year data).
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areas where there was not. A regression analysis that accounts for a range of other factors finds that areas

with steep increases in arrests saw a cascade of job loss.

Immigrants who were arrested lost their jobs directly. Other immigrants, including many who have work
authorization, experienced a chilling effect and stayed home or left the country. And, as the consumer base
shrank and co-workers who support the daily operation of local businesses were arrested, U.S.-born workers

also lost their jobs.

The study shows that for every 1,000 ICE arrests of immigrant men, there is a 2.5 percent decline in
employment for immigrant men in the most-at-risk group—a higher level than found in past studies, likely
due to the increased chilling effect of the seemingly indiscriminate nature of current ICE activity. (The most
atrisk group is defined below.) This analysis focuses largely on men because over 90 percent of those arrested
by ICE in the second Trump administration, and before, were male. In Minnesota, during the months of

December 2025 through February 2026, 86 percent of the 4,000 people arrested were male.

As predicted by previous studies—but contrary to promises from the Trump administration—the study also
shows a decline in employment for U.S.-born men in areas of enhanced ICE activity. In particular, the study
finds that for every 1,000 immigrants arrested, there is a statistically significant 0.54 percent decline in the

employment of U.S.-born men in the area.

To calculate the impact on Minnesota, we applied these rates to the estimates of Minnesota’s workforce as
defined in the original study. These data show Minnesota has about 1.17 million employed U.S.-born men
ages 20 to 64 and about 71,500 employed immigrant men ages 20 to 64 with a high school education or less,
the group most likely to be at risk of being targeted by ICE. For every 1,000 arrests, this implies about 6,300

fewer U.S.-born men working and about 1,800 fewer immigrant men working.

Finally, we scaled these figures to the roughly 4,000 arrests made during Operation Metro Surge and
PARRIS. This is a conservative estimate of the impact, since it is possible that the relationship is not linear as

arrests increase, and the impact on both immigrant and U.S. born workers could be even higher.

By David Dyssegaard Kallick, Shamier Settle, and Carly Eckstrom

David Dyssegaard Kallick is director of Immigration Research Initiative
Shamier Settle is a senior policy analyst at Immigration Research Initiative

Carly Eckstrom is deputy director of the Minnesota Budget Project.
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